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Never Stop Christian Good Works 
By The Rev. Ian M. Delinger, Rector  

In October, we hosted the Memorial Garden Party. As much as it highlighted the 
Memorial Garden, it was more about making sure one’s affairs are in order before 
one dies. Wills, trusts, funeral plans, end-of-life care are details that every person 
should sort out at any age so loved ones are not left wondering what to do, to sort 
out a complicated legal mess, or end up in family feuds (all those things happen!). 
Fast-forward to November, and it’s a month of remembering legacies, both in the 
Church and in the nation: All Saints’ Day, All Souls’ Day, Veterans’ Day, 
Thanksgiving Day, all topped off with the crowning glory that Christ is King, whose 
legacy is our Eternal Life. 
 
The image that accompanies this article is of a 
brick I purchased in the courtyard outside 
Magruder Hall at Truman State University to 
support the transformation of Science Hall into 
the much bigger and better equipped building 
it is today. There is another brick near the 
fountain outside of the Students’ Union 
Building that I purchased to support the 
refurbishment of the fountain and surrounding 
plaza. When these activities started taking 
shape about a decade ago, I was thinking about 
how I can support my alma mater, and how I 
can leave a legacy, however small, for the 
continuation of the exemplary work of Truman 
State and in thanks for what Truman State gave 
to me that remains a part of who I am today. 
 
None of what I write is new to any of you. You all have charities that you support, 
and I am grateful that one of those is St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church here in San 
Luis Obispo. Our Annual Giving Campaign is underway, and the Staff, Vestry, other 
Lay Leaders, and I are grateful for whatever you decide to contribute financially so 
that we can continue the Welcoming – Worshiping – Working that we do with, for 
and among the good people of San Luis Obispo… including you! 
 
In addition to what I write above, I have had several conversations in the past few 
weeks about legacies and looking at the November calendar and the legacy-
remembering we will be doing underscores these conversations. We have not yet 
developed our legacy giving program for St. Stephen’s, though I have been in 

Grateful, Thankful, 

Blessed 
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conversations about it for years. In those conversations, there have been mentions of a rectory (house for the 
Rector), long-term support of a full-time campus minister, long-term support of the Rector, a fund for a rolling 
maintenance plan, and more. They have all been suggestions that support St. Stephen’s and its ministries being 
here for a long time regardless of what happens in the city or in society. That long-term mindset is what legacy 
giving supports, far beyond what an Annual Giving Campaign is intended to fund. 
 
The Gospel on September 25 was about the rich man who, every day, stepped over Lazarus the poor man. They 
both died, and the rich man cried out from Hades for comfort while Lazarus was in Heaven with Abraham. In the 
sermon, I posed some not-so-rhetorical questions based on both the Gospel (Luke 16:19-31) and the Epistle (1 
Timothy 6:6-19): 
 

The writer in 1 Timothy said: “We brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing 
out of it.” So, what are we going to do with our wealth? Does it need to be left to our adult 
children who are already financially secure or even financially successful? Or can it be left behind 
to better serve God’s purposes? Will what you do or don’t do with it determine whether you go 
to Heaven or Hell? Is that even a concern of yours? It wasn’t a concern of the unnamed rich 
man…until he was in Hades, where he was being tormented. 

 
In all of the remembrances you will be doing during November and reflecting on the legacies of the heroes of 
the Bible, of the Church, of this Nation and of your own life, you will no doubt realize that their legacies are still 
doing good works. Give some thought to how you can leave a legacy and if the legacy you leave might enable 
the Christian good works of St. Stephen’s to never come to an end. 

Supporting Our Neighbors 
 
Before the pandemic, St. Stephen’s coordinated with 
Transitions Mental Health Association to provide for 
their residents who are also neighbors. We would like to  
re-start that outreach. Please consider financially 
supporting:  

 TMHA Adult Resident Neighbors – 8 gift 
certificates to a local supermarket 

 TMHA Teen Resident Neighbors – A 
Thanksgiving Dinner Kit 

To contribute financially, please put your contribution 
into the collection plate or bring it to the office, clearly 
marked with “TMHA Thanksgiving”. 

 

In 2018 we received a lovely “thank you” card from the 

Teen Residents who reside near to St. Stephen’s. 

 

Sunday Servers’ 
Training 

Saturday, December 3 
 

10:00-10:45 – Ushers & Lectors 
10:45-11:30 – LEMs  

 
All existing Ushers, Lectors and LEMs should attend 
this training so we can filter out all the different ways 
of doing things that we adjusted over the last  
year-and-a-half since we returned to in-person 
worship.  
 
If anyone is interested in 
becoming an Usher, Lector, 
or LEM, please contact  
Fr. Ian to discuss. 
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SLO Food Bank Turkey Trot Sponsorship 

It’s that time of year again! We sponsor two of the Food Bank’s big fundraising efforts: Hunger Awareness 
Day in June and the Turkey Trot in November. We raised quite a bit in the Spring, but let’s push that amount 
over the edge for our sponsorship. Any monies over the amount required for sponsorship will be held for 
next year’s Hunger Awareness Day. 
 
To boost our support for the Turkey Trot, consider participating 
in the Turkey Trot and raising money from your friends and 
family to support SLO Food Bank. Unfortunately, due to some 
knee problems, Fr. Ian will not be participating in  
Turkey Trot 2022. 

Bible Selections for November 

Celebrations for November 

Birthdays 

4-Nov Beau Parks 

6-Nov Cheryl McCollum 

9-Nov Charleen VonGortler 

11-Nov Marcella Paric 

23-Nov Skip Parks 

  

No Anniversaries this month 

If you would like to add your name and birthday  
or anniversary to the list, just drop an email,  
note, or call the office.  We would love to  
add you to it. 

  6-Nov-22 13-Nov-22 20-Nov-22 27-Nov-22 

  All Saints' Day Pent 23 / Proper 28C Christ the King C Advent 1A 

      

1st Reading   Daniel 7:1-3,15-18 Isaiah 65:17-25 Jeremiah 23:1-6 Isaiah 2:1-5 

Psalm  Psalm 149 Canticle 9  Canticle 16  Psalm 122 

2nd Reading  Ephesians 1:11-23 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 Colossians 1:11-20 Romans 13:11-14 

Gospel  Luke 6:20-31 Luke 21:5-19 Luke 23:33-43 Matthew 24:36-44 
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Watching the 
livestreamed services 
while travelling?  
 
If you would like to 
donate to  
St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church, you 

can scan this QR Code with your phone 
and be taken directly to our PayPal site 
or go to paypal.me/ststephensslo 
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Hands on Stewardship! 
 
Thank you to Kathryn Bumpass, Cheryl & Craig McCollum, Rosey & Skip Parks, Elizabeth Potter, and Kathleen 

Pennington for hosting coffee hour in October. 

Thank you to Susannah Williams, Kathryn Bumpass, Kathleen Pennington for 

organizing the Blessing of the Animals Service. 

Thank you to Liz Frost for hosting the Newcomers’ Welcome Reception. 

Thank you to Bill Crewe, Kay Lewis, Carolyn Platt, Kathleen Pennington and 

Elizabeth Potter for counting the collection and preparing the deposits during 

October. 

Thank you to  Kathleen Pennington, Elizabeth Potter and Gail Taylor for teaching 

Sunday School in October.  

Thank you to everyone who submitted articles and helped fold, tape and label 

The Witness. 

Thank you to Bill Crewe, Kathleen Pennington, Carolyn Platt, Gail Taylor, Diane 

Levison for coming in and signing checks and forms for the office. 

Thank you to those who are running the Audio Visuals for streaming the Sunday Services and those watching 

the services at home on our Facebook page or on YouTube.  

End of an Era 
 
Sadly, the Wednesday 12:15 Service will no longer be livestreamed. While there are occasionally people who join us 
online for the 12:15 Service, having reviewed the numbers, the viewership doesn’t warrant the efforts made to get 
the service online. Special services that occur on Wednesdays, like All Souls’ 2022, Blue Christmas and Ash 
Wednesday will be livestreamed, but most likely the evening services on those days and not the 12:15 service.  
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Update on SLO4Home 

SLO4Home recently heard from Church World Service (CWS), the agency who interfaces with the U.S. 

Department of State and arranges for the placement of refugees with SLO4Home.  The State Department has 

now phased out the original Afghan Placement Assistance Program (APA) and is now handling Afghan refugees 

with the same processes as general refugee populations.  CWS is having to adjust its processes to accommodate 

to the revised State Department program.  The upshot is that our next family isn’t likely to arrive until 

November and possibly even December. 

 

In addition, the State Department has initiated a program to help resettle Ukrainian refugees, as well, and CWS 

has a committed staff person handling this Uniting for Ukraine program.  These refugees will receive 

humanitarian parole status and will be able to apply for asylum.  We will have much more opportunity to be 

involved in selecting Ukrainian families but SLO4Home will be expected to cover many expenses that the State 

Department had covered in the APA program, like covering travel expenses from Europe and any initial financial 

support.  We will be asked to assure the Ukrainian refugees support for 2 years.  That same proviso may also 

apply to future Afghan refugees, as well.  (We are still learning details) 

 

We have indicated to CWS that we would be prepared to welcome one more Afghan family and one Ukrainian 

family before the end of 2022.  However, given the amount of time required to identify, lease and furnish an 

apartment it may not be possible to receive 2 more families before the end of 2022. As soon as we know more, 

we will certainly keep our teams fully informed. 

 

In the long run, SLO4Home may be called on to welcome refugees from other areas of the 

world as well, but near term we expect the focus will be on helping to resettle Afghan and 

Ukrainian refugees. 

 

To support the work of SLO4Home: www.slo4home.org/donate 

 

Annual Reports due December 30 

Do you lead a ministry at St. Stephen’s? If so, your report is due to Fr. Ian by 

December 30. Please send via email to rector@ststephensslo.org in Microsoft 

Word or in the body of the email. All those required to submit reports will 

also receive the request via email later in November. 



The Witness  Page 6 The Witness  Volume 26,  Issue 11  



The Witness  Page 7 Volume 26,  Issue 11  

The kids of St. Stephen’s have been holding the "For Kids From Kids" toy drive for 
children in need in our community since 2010, and the tradition continues.   

Donations of new, unwrapped toys, games, clothes and gift cards will be collected at 
the back of the church at each service beginning November 6th.  

Any kid-appropriate gift is welcome and there will also be wish lists for 
children served by CAPSLO/40Prado and other local agencies by the middle 
of November.  

If you'd like a wish list emailed (or snail mailed) to you, contact Kathleen 
(kapennington@netscape.net, 805-546-0880)  Of course, checks dropped 
into the collection plate or mailed to the church are welcome, too. Write 
"Toy Drive" on the memo line. The church's mailing address is:  St. Stephen's Episcopal 
Church, 1344 Nipomo, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401. 

The Lending Library is Open 
 

 
A few years ago St. Stephen's got a donation of several books from Jan Karon's Mitford Series of Christian 
novels featuring a retired Episcopal priest, Father Tim.   They're not the type of serious study or reference book 
to put into the Gordon Gritter Memorial Library that's next to the church office, but are the sort of Christian 
novel many of our parishioners would enjoy reading.  So, those books became the beginning of our Lending 
Library in the Parish Hall to give people access to those fun books, raise money for outreach, and help you 
declutter.  During the pandemic, when the Parish Hall wasn’t used much, the Lending Library was a bit 
neglected.  We’ve tidied up the bulletin board pointing to it, put back the box for book donations, and it’s ready 
for you to browse, borrow or contribute to. 
 
If you'd like to check out one of the books, simply take it off the Lending Library shelf the next time you're in the 
Parish Hall, and return it when you're finished reading it.  There's no formal "check out" process - we trust you 
to bring the book back so the next person can read it.   
 
The Lending Library is intended to contain books for children and adults with a focus on Christianity and faith, 
novels with a Christian world view that deal with Christian themes in a positive way, 
Bible stories written in compelling styles, books that help a person on their faith 
journey, and books that have had spiritual meaning to our parishioners that they'd like 
to share with others.  
 
If you've got books around your house that you don't want anymore and don't quite 
know what to do with, put them in the donation box to the left of the Lending Library 
case in the Parish Hall.  If they seem appropriate for our Lending Library, we'll add 
them to the collection.  If not, we'll sell them to Phoenix Bookstore and give the 
proceeds to St. Stephen's for their outreach.  If you usually give books to the SLO Public 
Library, of course, we're not trying to deprive them of your donation. 
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From the Vestry 

The Vestry meets on the 2nd Sunday of the Month (usually) to discuss the 
business affairs of the parish. The October 9, 2022, meeting was canceled due 
to lack of a quorum. The next meeting is November 13. 
 
If you have an issue that you think should be addressed by the Vestry, please 
submit your request no less than 2 weeks before the next Vestry Meeting to 
the Rector or Wardens. All Vestry Meetings are open to members of the 
parish. Requests to speak can be made and approved on an individual basis. 
Executive Sessions are closed to Vestry members only, including the Clerk, 
Treasurer and Rector  

St. Andrew's Brotherhood Kicks  
off Fall Season 

 
On Saturday, Oct. 1, The Brotherhood of St. Andrews Chapter at   
St. Stephen's kicked off its fall season with a breakfast meeting held 
at the IHOP in SLO.  Upon arrival, the brothers were greeted by 
members of the local Gideon Society who were also hosting their 
meeting in the next room. They presented our chapter with one of 
their special Bibles as a token of comradery in our service to further Christ's Kingdom on 
earth. 
 
The brothers from St. Stephen's were joined by men from St. Barnabas and St. Benedict's 
for fellowship, Bible study, prayer and a breakfast from the IHOP menu.  St. Andrew's 
Pacific Province leader Eric Fisher welcomed the group and spoke about the nationwide 
ministries of the Brotherhood.  He made special mention of college campus support, 
veterans affairs -- especially for those veterans facing employment, health and addiction 
issues, and prison ministries, again with an eye to how veterans are particularly 
affected.  Brother Eric then treated the group to breakfast as part of his welcome. 
 
The group concluded with discussion of future events and all seemed to enjoy getting 
together with other parish men from time to time during the year and so we'll plan for 
that in a future meeting. 
 
Our next meeting will be scheduled for Saturday, December 3 from 8-9 AM.   Look for 
details to follow! 
 

Bud Zeuschner 
Coordinator 2022 
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Storied Pilgrimage with Race 
 
SLO Deanery offering of “A Storied Pilgrimage on Race” - Our Diocese has put 
together a twelve session series which explores the personal stories of those 
across the diocese on issues of race.  It is a holy offering of video interviews, 
education, action items, and room for reflection.  Many of the leaders and clergy 
in the Diocese have been through the series, and we are offering the series to all 
those in the SLO Deanery.   
 
Each session will be one hour on Zoom and will be led by the clergy of the Deanery.  Zoom login information and 
session pre-work information are below.  Each session is stand alone, so you are welcomed to attend even if you 
have not attended prior session.  No reservation is needed, just join the Zoom meeting shortly before 7pm. This 
series meets the Anti-Racism training requirements of the Diocese. 
 
Upcoming session dates:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
ZOOM LOGIN 
We will use the Zoom video conferencing service for this gathering.  https://tinyurl.com/StoriedPilgrimage2022   
To dial in call 1-669-900-6833.  When prompted put in the meeting ID of 811 5036 9907# and when prompted for 
a password put in 136424#, and then hit # a second time. 

2022 Sessions 2023 Sessions 

Thursday, November 3 Thursday, January 5 

Thursday, November 17 Thursday, January 19 

Thursday, December 1 Thursday, February 2 

Thursday, December 15 Thursday, February 16 

Coffee Hour during November is a time to celebrate!!!! 
 

 

 

The church and the parishioners have 
worked to gather in the parish hall.  
 
Thank you to all the courtyard coffee hour 
volunteers.  
 
Volunteers, ask a friend to help prepare 
coffee and tea for our indoor gatherings. 
 
If you would like to host coffee hour, 
contact Liz Frost at 805-594-0604. 
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CREATION CARE REFLECTIONS 

New Year’s Resolutions 

New Year’s Resolutions??!! I know, it’s only November, but bear with me. Every year I make the 
same resolutions: eat more healthily, lose weight, exercise more, read Compline more faithfully, 
etc.  They’re good resolutions but get lost in the busy-ness of my life. 

What if I had a larger organizing principle that went beyond the quotidian exercise of daily life. 
What if I resolved to take better care of our beautiful planet, not just talking about the matter, but 
daily doing something about it.  

To believe polls, some 70% of the American public thinks climate change is real and are concerned 
about it. But fewer than 10% are doing something to make a difference. Here’s where New Year’s 
resolutions come in. What about resolving to make a difference in the equation? 

We all know that recycling helps the Earth.  But how much do we actually know about the 
specifics? What can be recycled and what cannot? Sometimes I grow so confused about the matter 
that I end up just throwing the item in question into the trash. That means it will go into the 
landfill, a major source of methane, a gas which produces a much greater climate-warming effect 
than carbon dioxide. 

There are answers to our questions. Mark Saturday, November 12, 11:45am  on your calendar, and 
plan to attend a presentation by Michael di Milo. Mike gives these talks for the Integrated Waste 
Management Authority of SLO county. He will tell us what kinds of things can be recycled and what 
cannot.  Learning about this will help me avoid throwing something into the trash just because I 
don’t know if it can go into recycling. 

Here’s another way to help the planet: composting. A new state law went into effect January 1 of 
this year. It requires that food waste be composted. Homeowners have been given already, or soon 
will be given, a small compost bin. Can all food waste go into the compost bin? Can meat, for 
instance? Again, Mike is ready to help. 

Waste – especially food waste -- is a stewardship issue. I’ve seen reports from reliable, 
authoritative sources that estimate food waste in the United States to be around 40%. That’s not 
only bad for the environment but is totally unacceptable in a society where too many people face 
food insecurity. 

We can make a difference in our planet’s health, by making small, but informed, resolutions and 
sticking to them. And imagine how large the effect would be if all citizens recycled and composted. 
These are resolutions worth making and keeping. 

Kathryn Bumpass 
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Notes From the Choir Loft, November 2022 

Look to our singing on the second service of the third Sunday,  

at prelude look to the choir loft! 

 

The Chancel Choir returns to the Choir Loft for Christ The King Sunday on November 20! 

 

Now that we have entered into what we hope will be an extended “masks optional” period, the chancel 

choir can return to our beloved choir loft to offer their time and talent to the musical expressions of our 

Sunday Eucharist. Thirty-two months have passed since we have been able to gather on Wednesday 

nights to prepare our hearts, minds, and voices for Sunday worship.  We have felt scattered from each 

other while holding onto the memory and the love of our desire to sing.  Even with occasional singing 

opportunities, the necessity to rehearse distanced, masked, and in Ramsden Hall did not feel the same.  

We were certainly extremely grateful to be able to have these rehearsals and Sunday offerings!  That 

gratitude is now expanded as each choir member and choral scholar walks to their chair in the choir loft.  

It is a magical space filled with decades of memories.  So many voices are imprinted into the walls that 

seem to sing with us.  So many memories of those who played our organ and the pianos that have 

occupied the space inspire us to give our all.  SO MUCH TRADITION!  I am immensely relieved and honored 

to say that this tradition did NOT die on my watch!  As the Great Pause Button lifts off our world, I can 

once again take up the baton and direct the music at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church! 

 

On Sunday, November 20 our Chancel Choir, Choral Scholars, guests from Cuesta Concord Chorus and 

BOTH keyboardist, and congregation will join together to sing “Come Thou Almighty King!” You will hear 

both the piano and organ ring out the introduction, followed by the choir, then you get to join in the fun!  

It will be a royal celebration to exalt our Almighty Lord and King! 

–Cassandra Tarantino, Director of Music 

 

 

Look to my coming on the first light of the fifth day, at dawn look to the east. 

-Gandalf 



Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 

Permit No. 57 

Address Service Requested 
805-543-7212 
office@ststephensslo.org 
www.ststephensslo.org 
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs. 9am-1pm 

1344 Nipomo Street 
San Luis Obispo, CA  93401-3935 

Don’t forget to change 

your clocks before going 

to bed on Saturday, 

November 5 or you will 

be late to church on 

Sunday morning! 

Advent Book Study & Retreat 
 

For Advent, we will be reading Braving the Wilderness by Brené Brown. We 

will gather in Ramsden Hall to share our thoughts and explore Brown’s ideas 

on Sundays from 4pm to 5:15pm. At 5:30pm, there will be a short silent 

meditation service in the Sanctuary. Bring your own copy of the book.  

 

Please read the assigned chapters in advance. The Sundays will be 

November 27, December 4, 11 & 18.  

 

On Saturday, December 10, The Rev. Canon Martha Korienek, Canon to the 

Ordinary, will lead a retreat on the Bishop’s theme for 2023: Courage in the 

Wilderness. This will be in Ramsden Hall and open to anyone in the SLO 

Deanery. Brown’s book is suggested reading for the retreat.  

 

There is a $10/person donation to cover lunch. Registration information is 

not yet available but mark your calendars. 


