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Time for a Land Acknowledgement? 
by The Rev. Ian M. Delinger, Rector 

As I wrote in the Saturday Email on October 9, in advance of Columbus Day and 
Indigenous People’s Day, the juxtaposition of these two commemorations gives us the 
opportunity to reflect on who we are as a people now and what God is calling us to do 
and be in an increasing pluralistic society. Our Baptismal Covenant calls us to respect 
the dignity of every human being. A lot has happened in the course of the last 520 
years. These commemorations gave us an opportunity to take what we have learned 
and move forward to do God’s will for God’s people while we are in this world. 

In recent years, land acknowledgements 
have become a way to bridge the chasm 
between where we are as a community 
today and the peoples whose land it once 
was. Quoting from the resource cited 
below: 

• A Land Acknowledgement is a 
formal statement that recognizes 
and respects the indigenous 
peoples as traditional stewards of this land, the enduring relationship that 
exists between indigenous peoples and their traditional lands. This is an act of 
conciliation that makes a statement recognizing the traditional land of the 
indigenous people who have called and still call the land home before and after 
the arrival of settlers. 

• To recognize the land is an expression of gratitude and appreciation to those 
whose homelands you reside on and a recognition of the original people who 
have been living and working on the land from time immemorial. It is 
important to realize the longstanding history that has brought you to reside on 
the lands and to seek to appreciate your place within that history. 

At meetings with Cal Poly staff and students who, when they introduce themselves, 
state the native tribe whose land their home is on and then say the city, Cuesta 
College recently posted their land acknowledgement on social media. When attending 
St. Mark’s Cathedral in Seattle in August, the service began with a person in the pulpit 
stating whose land the cathedral is on and giving thanks. 

I have given a little bit of thought on how and where we might include a land 
acknowledgement. We spent a lot of time engaging in our history in 2017 for our 
150th Anniversary. A land acknowledgment would enable us to dig deeper into the 
history of the land around us and the communities who lived on it for millennia prior 
to us. I have engaged with members of the Chumash Tribe just a small bit, and it has 
all been good and enlightening.  

(continued on page 2) 
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Are we missing your birthday 
or anniversary? 

email office@ststephensslo.org  
and we’ll be happy to add you.  

Celebrating this month 

A land acknowledgement would be something like this: 

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church gratefully acknowledges that our church and office buildings sit on the 
traditional homelands of the Coastal Band of the Chumash Nation, members of the Chumashan language 
family, other Indigenous peoples who made their homes along the Central Coast of California, and intertribal 
Urban Natives who now call this land home. 

        A modification of land acknowledgement from Cultural and Performing Arts at Cuesta College 

Considering how St. Stephen’s might incorporate a land acknowledgement into the fabric of who we are is a small act 
of reconciliation. And as we know, reconciliation is a central theme in our practice of the Christian faith. Perhaps this 
is also an opportunity to engage more deliberately with the local Chumash Tribe. And with that, this prayer is offered 
to you: 

Creator, You made all people of every land. It is our responsibility to give thanks and respect to those 
who first occupied this land we are upon. We give thanks to the Northern Chumash, the first people of 
this land. We offer our respect to those ancestors who may be interred in this land. We are also 
thankful for the gifts of the People of the land. Creator help us to reconcile the mistreatment of this 
land and to those who have been displaced. With thankful and respectful hearts, we pray in Your 
name, Your Son the Peacemaker and the Sacred Spirit. Amen.  

You can learn more about land acknowledgements in this publication by the California Indian Culture and Sovereignty 
Center and the CSU San Marcos American Indian Studies Department https://www.csusm.edu/cicsc/land.pdf 

(Continued from front page) 

No known anniversaries 
this month. 

November Birthdays 
Nov.   4     Beau Parks 
Nov.   6     Cheryl McCollum 
Nov.   9     Charleen von Gortler 
Nov. 11     Marcella Paric 
Nov. 12     Carolyn Platt 
Nov. 23    Skip Parks 

Get Everything in Order 
 
In 2017, we hosted a Memorial Garden Party at St. Stephen’s. It was an opportunity to get affairs in order if 
your wish is for your remains to be interred in the St. Stephen’s Memorial Garden. But it included a whole lot 
more! During the event, that was lighthearted, informative and useful, we heard how to get our affairs in order 
from a line-up of professionals in funeral liturgy, burial options, legacy giving, wills & trusts, and available 
support at end-of-life. This is a reminder to review your end-of-life plans. If you need support from any of 
those types of professionals in getting everything in order, please do not hesitate to ask Fr. Ian for guidance. 
End-of-life and funeral planning is not difficult – it’s important! And it will not hasten anyone’s death! 
Remember:   

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will 
live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.” (John 11:25-26) 

  Hands on Stewardship at St. Stephen’s 

Thank you to all who helped with Peter Potter’s Memorial Service. 

Thank you to all the A/V Techs, Altar Guild, Ushers, Lectors, LEMs and Coffee 

Hour Hosts who have patiently and with great dedication helped us get back into 

the building. It’s awkward, but we are together! 
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General Information 

The Witness is a monthly newsletter published by St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, San Luis Obispo, CA 

to provide information about the parish to the congregation.  Subscriptions are free to anyone.  Send 

request along with your name and mailing address to the church office.  Donations to help offset 

distribution costs are appreciated.   

Make checks payable to St. Stephen’s. 

The Church’s e-mail address is: office@ststephensslo.org 

Contribution of articles is encouraged.  Please e-mail submissions to witness@ststephensslo.org 

The deadline for emailed submission of articles is the third Friday of the month.  Email any questions to 

witness@ststephensslo.org © Copyright 2021  by St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church.  All rights reserved.   

POSTMASTER: Please send address corrections to: St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 1344 Nipomo St.,  

San Luis Obispo, CA  93401-3935 

Creation Care Reflections 
 

 With the Thanksgiving holiday coming up, I thought you might like to see some Creation 
prayers and meditations. They come from Daily Prayer for all Seasons, a book of personal devotions 
arranged like the traditional Hours, or Offices, observed in monastic communities.  The theme of 
Creation – especially thanksgiving and responsibility for it -- is prominent throughout. 
 
 Lord God, we praise you for those riches of our creation that we will never see: 
 For stars whose light will never reach the earth; 
 For species of living things that were born, that flourished and perished 
  before humankind appeared in the world; 
 For patterns and colors in the flowers which only insect eyes are able to see; 
 For strange, high music that humans can never hear. 
 Lord God, you see everything that you have made and behold that it is very good. 
                  Anonymous 
- - - - - - - - - 
 May none of God’s wonderful works keep silence, night or morning. 
 Bright stars, high mountains, the depths of the seas, sources of rushing rivers:  
 May all these break into song as we sing to Creator, Savior and Holy Spirit. 
 May all the angels in the heavens reply: Amen! Amen! Amen! 
 Power, praise, honor and eternal glory to God, the only giver of grace. 
 Amen! Amen! Amen!                                  Anonymous, 3rd century 
 
- - - - - - - - - 
 We should be clear about what happens when we destroy the living forms of this planet. 
 The first consequence is that we destroy modes of divine presence.   
       Thomas Berry 
- - - - - - - - - 

 Care. . .rests upon genuine religion. Care allows creatures to escape our explanations  
 into their actual presence and their essential mystery. In caring for our fellow  
 creatures, we acknowledge that they are not ours; we acknowledge that they belong to an  order 
and harmony of which we ourselves are parts. To answer to the perpetual crisis of  our presence 
in this abounding and dangerous world, we have only the perpetual  obligation of care.  
                                                               Wendell Berry 

- - - - - - -  
Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
Kathryn Bumpass 

Save Paper! 
Have the Witness emailed  

instead of snail mailed. 
contact 

kapennington@netscape.net 
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     Peggy Myrick  joined the Civil Air Patrol in 1991 as a member of  Fresno Composite Squadron 112.  She was 
already a pilot and soon completed the training necessary to be a rated CAP search and rescue pilot.   After she was 
appointed as the Fresno Squadron commander, she developed an innovative training course for CAP pilots to 
practice search techniques at night.  Pilots from all over CA benefitted from the training received from the Fresno 
Night SAREXs.  After moving to San Luis Obispo she became active with the San Luis Obispo Squadron and 
Group 11.   In 1994 CAP was activated after the Northridge earthquake.  She volunteered to go to the mission base 
in Ontario CA.  She daily delivered food and supplies, driving a military 4X4 truck, to the hardest hit 
communities.  In 1999 she became the CAP California Logistics Officer and completely overhauled how CAP 
property was managed which increased accountability and greatly saved both manhours and funds.  
     Peggy completed all of Civil Air Patrol’s leadership schools and in 1997 was awarded CAP’s highest award for 
professional development and leadership, the Gill Robb Wilson Award, numbered 1975.  She was invited to serve 
on staff at the National Staff College which is held annually at Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama.  After holding a 
variety of positions she was chosen  to be the director, a position she held for 4 years.  For her superior performance 
in this role she was recognized with CAP’s Distinguished Service Award. 
     When she joined CAP Peggy was primarily interested in flying operations, but she developed a passion for 
supporting cadets.  She was a staff member four times with the Civic Leadership Academy in Washington DC.  She 
was selected to take groups of CAP cadets overseas as part of the International Air Cadet Exchange.  She took 
groups to Hong Kong, China and Turkey.  She also planned and directed visits of foreign cadets to California.  In 
2015 Peggy became the National Director of IACE and represented the US on the international planning committee 
for five years.  
     Peggy was also instrumental in supporting CAWG encampments for many years.  She was part of training 
hundreds of cadets at encampments and served twice as the encampment commander.  After her command, she 
continued to support encampments, including planning for the 2021 encampment.  
     Lt Col Myrick truly lived CAP’s core values of integrity, volunteer service, excellence, and respect.  She 
inspired  other CAP members by her selfless volunteerism.  She touched the lives of countless CAP cadets 
nationwide as she mentored and encouraged them to work hard and excel in their lives.   She will be remembered for 
her willingness to do whatever job needed to be done and her quiet determination to do each task with excellence.  
            - Larry Myrick 

Citation to Accompany 

Distinguished Service Medal (First Bronze Clasp) to Peggy A. Myrick 

distinguished herself by outstanding performance of duty 
during the period 1 October 2015 to 31 October 2020 while serving as Activity Director for the International 
Air Cadet Exchange.  During this period Colonel Myrick’s leadership was instrumental to the execution of 
CAP’s premier National Cadet Special Activity.  She represented the United States at organizational 
meetings in Seoul, South Korea, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, Tokyo, Japan, and Brisbane, Australia.  During 
her five years as director, she managed a yearly budget in excess of $250,000 to coordinate the exchange of 
115 cadets and 38 senior member escorts with 10 host countries.  Colonel Myrick also coordinated a staff of 
17 senior officers in Washington, D.C. and San Francisco, California, as internationals arrived to participate 
in the United States.  She created and implemented the transition from hosting international participants in a 
Wing based model to a Region based model.  This provided a better experience for all participants by 
expanding their horizons and extending the opportunity to experience different cultures.  The international 
cadets were split into two main groups who toured their respective Region together, giving additional 
opportunities to spend quality time getting to know and interact with others from different countries.  Colonel 
Myrick developed and initiated a new application process for both cadets and senior members by updating 
the supplemental questionnaire making it more culturally relevant for today’s climate.  Additionally, she 
aligned the data collected from applicants with other National Cadet Special Activities making the process 
more equitable. Colonel Myrick’s devotion to duty during her more than thirty year membership in Civil Air 
Patrol brought great credit to herself and contributed immeasurably to the success of the California Wing, 

Pacific Region, and Civil Air Patrol. 
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Gifts 

November 14 Altar Flowers are given by 
Charleen von Gortler & Marcella Paric 

in celebration of the lives of  
Ray and Gladys Holmes. 

 

 
If you’d like to support 
St. Stephen’s Altar 
Guild in providing can-
dles and live flowers 
each week or to re-
member someone or a 
significant event in 
your life on a particular 
Sunday, it’s easy to 
make a donation to the 
candle or flower fund .   
The suggested dona-

tion is $15 for candles or $45 for flowers.  Donate by 
cash or check (payable to St. Stephen's Altar Guild) 
and include a note with the date you’re donating for 
and who/what you’re commemorating. Please print 
clearly.  Put the donation in the offering plate or 
mail to: 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
1344 Nipomo St., 
San Luis Obispo, CA  93401.  

Centering Prayer  

Where: on your computer or telephone 

When:  Tuesdays at 5PM 

 

How:  Join Zoom Meeting  

https://tinyurl.com/SSECCenteringPrayer 

Meeting ID: 327 152 8720 Password: 0908 

 

Dial by your location:  +1 669 900 6833 US (San 
Jose), +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston), +1 253 215 
8782 US, +1 301 715 8592 US  +1 312 626 6799 
US (Chicago), +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

Coffee Hour Hosts Needed! 
 
Coffee Hour is a time of 
fellowship over coffee and a light 
snack in the patio after the 10am 
service.  In order to continue this 
tradition every Sunday, 
volunteers are needed to serve 
as hosts.  It doesn’t have to be 
anything complicated, and if 

you’ve never done it before, a more experienced host 
can help you. 

November Coffee Hour Hosts 
    Nov.  7     ???? Your name here????? 
    Nov 14      Charleen vonGortler & Marcy Paric 
    Nov 21      Lee & Lynn Hollister 
    Nov 28      Craig & Cheryl McCollum 

 
To volunteer or learn more about hosting coffee hour, 

please reach out to Liz Frost at either 
lizwfrost@msn.com or by phone at  

805-594-0604. 
A sign up sheet is available in the kitchen  

in Ramsden Hall as well.  

Join in the Tintinnabulation 
St. Stephen’s handbell choir will be working on 
Christmas music soon.  This would be a great time to 
try your hand at playing handbells!  If the cheerful 
tintinnabulation of  Christmas bells intrigues you,  
contact Kathleen at 546-0880 or 
kapennington@netscape.net 

Can You Count? 

If you can, please consider volunteering to be a 
"Counter" and help count the money in the offering 
plate on Sundays. Every Sunday after the 10am 
service volunteers meet to count and log the funds 
on Collection Report Sheets. Two counters work 
together to double check the work and it usually 
takes about an hour and a half. To volunteer, or find 
out more about being part of the  Counting Team, 
contact Kathleen at kapennington@netscape.net 
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St. Stephen’s Leadership 
 
 Clergy:       Staff: 

   The Rev. Ian Delinger, Priest      Stephanie Olsen, Office Manager 

   The Rev. Karen Faye Siegfriedt, Associate Priest   Cassandra Tarantino, Music Director 

          Susannah Fletcher, Organ Scholar 

 

St. Stephen’s Vestry: 

  Kathyrn Bumpass 

  Bill Crewe, Senior Warden & Treasurer 

  Lee Hollister, Jr. Warden & Sexton 

  Diane Levison 

  Kay Lewis 

  Kathryn Marshall 

  Craig McCollum 

  Dennis "Skip" Parks 

  Roxanna Shaheen 

 

Clerk of the Vestry: 

  Alison Preston 

 

The vestry is the legal representative of the parish with regard to all matters pertaining to its corporate property. 

Vestry members are elected at the annual parish meeting, usually held in January. The presiding officer of the 

vestry is the rector. The senior warden leads the parish between rectors and is a support person for the rector. 

The basic responsibilities of the vestry are to help define and articulate the mission of the congregation; to 

support the church's mission by word and deed, to select the rector, to ensure effective organization and 

planning, and to manage resources and finances. 

  

 + The Treasurer administers the financial assets and liabilities of the parish. 

 + The Sexton looks over the church building and grounds. 

 + The Clerk of the Vestry records minutes of the Vestry meetings. 

  Nov. 2, 2021 Nov. 7, 2021 Nov. 14, 2021 Nov. 21, 2021 Nov. 28, 2021 

  
           All Souls' Day  
          Service at 5:30pm 

Pentecost 24 - 
Proper 27B2 

Pentecost 25 - 
Proper 28B2 Christ the KingB Advent 1C 

1st READING Wisdom 3:1-9 1 Kings 17:8-16 Daniel 12:1-3 
Daniel  
7:9-10, 12-14 Jeremiah 33:14-16 

PSALM Psalm 130 Psalm 146 Psalm 16 Psalm 93 Psalm 25:1-9 

2nd READING 
1 Thessalonians  
4:13-18 Hebrews 9:24-28 

Hebrews  
10:11-25 Revelation 1:4b-8 

1 Thessalonians 
3:9-13 

GOSPEL John 5:24-27 Mark 12:38-44 Mark 13:1-8 John 18:33-37 Luke 21:25-36 
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CREATION CARE  
on dragonflies, seeing with new eyes and giving thanks 

 
When was the last time you saw a dragonfly?  I have two dragonfly 
stories and here is the first...  
 
I hadn’t seen a dragonfly in ages when my mom died.  I was dis-
traught with the not knowing “where she was”.  I don’t mean Heav-
en or Hell, but rather the feeling of separation and the physical not 
meeting up with the soul.  At my urging, Craig took me to our old 
family cabin, now owned by someone else.  We stopped near the 
familiar pond (still there just as I’d remembered) so I could have 
another good cry.  As we sat with windows open, in flew a dragon-
fly.  This creature flew back and forth in front of my face 7 or 8 
times and finally I said “Hi Mom”.  The dragonfly then landed on 
my lap and held there for a few seconds and then flew out the win-
dow.  I then, of course, had another good cry.  There were many 
dragonfly sightings for the next few months and some were pro-
found.  The answer of “Mom, where are you” came clear to me one 
day when I looked at a water color painting that had been hanging 
in our bedroom for years.  I had never noticed that there were two 
dragonflies in this painting and when I saw them I heard that still, 
small voice say “I’m right here, I’m right here in front of you”.  
And you know what happened next ... another good long cry!  I 
then had the answer to my question of “Mom, where are you” ... 
“I’m right here, right here in front of you”.  That was when I started 
to turn the corner back into life.  It took another few years to smile 
easily and dance around the house when music came on, but the 
dragonfly was what God and Mom used to help me.  So, as you 
think of what you are grateful for this month at this time of  
thanksgiving, perhaps open your heart to God’s creation and see 
with new eyes. 
 
I told you I have two dragonfly stories today.  Here’s the second ... 
There are dragonflies that migrate from India to Africa and back 
again each year, that’s 11,000 miles.  They are called the “globe 
skimmer dragonfly”.  You can check them out on line but in the 
meantime please enjoy this poem by Sam Illingworth about these 
amazing creatures of God’s creation. 
 
Dragons Across the Ocean 
 
Flecks of gold and red shimmer over restless seas.  Incandescent 
gatherings illuminating the horizon as you throw yourself to the 
mercies of the wind.  Your feeble frame held aloft by crystalline 
wings, as memories that are not your own lead you to the water’s 
edge. Skimming currents and zephyrs you dance across the skies, 
casting off for distant shores you will never reach alone. 
 

Cheryl McCollum 
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All Souls’ Day 
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     The Commemoration of the Faithful 
Departed will take place in an evening 
service. This will be an opportunity for 
loved ones to be remembered, prayers 
for them and for those who grieve, and 
looking toward our hope. 
     If you would like a loved one 
remembered, please send in the names 
by October 25 to the Office either in 
person, by phone 805-543-7212, or 
email office@ststephensslo.org.  
Attendance will be in-person. Email or 
call the office to reserve a pew.  
     The service will also be livestreamed 
on facebook.com/ststephensslo/live or 
on YouTube at tinyurl.com/StStVids 

     Once again this year the Acolytes and Sunday school 
students of St. Stephen’s want all of us to think of children 
in need around us and contribute to their Toy 
Drive. Donations of toys, games, clothes and gift cards 
will be collected at the back of the church at each service 
beginning November 14th and continuing through mid-
December.  “Wish lists” for children will be available then 
as well.   
     If you’d like wish lists emailed to you, or would like to 
arrange to bring your donation to the church at a different 
time or have someone pick it up,  contact 
Kathleen (kapennington@netscape.net,  
805-546-0880)  
     Checks mailed to the church and online 
donations are welcome.  When mailing a 
check, write "Toy Drive" on the memo line, 
and mail it to St. Stephen’s, 1344 Nipomo, 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401. To donate by 
credit card online, click the “donate” button 
at StStephensslo.org, choose “write a note” 
and enter “Toy Drive.”  


