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Hello  

May! 

Christ IS Risen: The Resurrection as an 

ongoing, never-ending present action 
By The Rev. Ian M. Delinger, Rector  

In my sermon on Easter Day, I shared that we exclaim “Christ IS Risen" 
because the Resurrection as an ongoing, never-ending present action. Living 
as Resurrection People (as some like to describe Christians), our everyday 
issues lived as spiritual issues not only 
bring us closer to God, but have us leaning 
into a life that edges us closer to that 
promise of Eternal Life that the 
Resurrection achieves for us. 
 
The pandemic and our emergence from it 
is a spiritual issue. Alongside being 
addressed as a much-needed medical 
issue, the pandemic needed to be 
addressed as a spiritual issue. We each 
needed to die and rise with Christ to 
really understand how to deal with 
the pandemic and understand what 
opportunities and challenges we gained and missed as individuals, 
communities, society and humanity.  
 
I posed some not-so-rhetorical questions in that Easter Sermon. I present 
them to you here for further reflection. Whether the pandemic is over, we 
have moved into the endemic phase or we are in another surge, give some 
thought to these questions for yourself specifically in relation to the 
pandemic and where you are in it now: 
 

What did Jesus want you to see? To live? To let die?  
What was your “death” during these last 2 years? Looking back, what 

should have been your “death”?  
What does your pandemic Resurrection actually look like if you were to 

make this a spiritual issue rather than just a 
temporal issue?  

Our Baptism is a sign of renewal through Jesus Christ: “we are buried with 
Christ by Baptism into His death, and raised with Him to newness of life.” 
On Easter Day, we were sprayed with water from this bowl and with this 
rosemary as we renewed our Baptismal Vows, along with rededicating our 
building as a place in which God’s will is done and God’s name glorified. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Hands-On Stewardship:  
Thank you to Lynn Hollister, Bill Crewe, Kay Lewis, Kathleen Pennington & Carolyn Platt for counting the 
collection and preparing deposits for April. 
Thank you to Amy Lewis for serving as Crucifer on Easter Sunday. 
Thank you to Sophia Agbo, Carole Astaire, Sherill Atkins, MaryLud Baldwin, Mali Baldwin-Granger, Liz 
Frost, Leah Hoogstra, Lee Hollister, Lynn Hollister, Lucas Kerbs, Diane Levison, Cheryl McCollum, Kathleen 
Pennington, Elizabeth Potter and Bud Zeuschner for “working” in St. Stephen’s Chocolate Factory making 
beautiful chocolate Easter eggs. 
Thank you to Becky, Lucy, Owen & Mark Moseley for organizing and staffing the St. Stephen’s booth at Children’s Day in the 
Plaza, and for Gail Taylor, Amanda Thayer, and Marylud Baldwin who staffed the booth.  
Thank you to For the Altar Guild and Brotherhood of St Andrew for making the Sanctuary and Ramsden Hall sparkling clean for 
Easter, and for Cassie Tarantino for beautifying the Hall.  And Cassie, Marti Lindholm, the Choral Scholars and the Choir for 
helping us make our Palm Sunday and Easter worship more beautiful by offering their Gifts of the Spirit to us. All who helped 
with the Memorial Service for Audrey Hurley. 
Thank you to Gail Taylor, Becky Moseley, Cheryl McCollum and Nancy Deovlet who helped with assembly of The Witness & 
Sunday Bulletins. 

Where has Christ been for you during these past 2 years, and where is Christ now for you? 
Where is the Holy Spirit leading you? 
 

Easter is a time of rebirth and renewal, and God has promised to create a new heaven and a new 
earth. Take this opportunity to reflect on your spiritual journey and how these 2+ years are turning the 
old into new. Like Jesus’ followers who saw the empty tomb, you may be “amazed at what had 
happened”…better yet…amazed at what IS happening!  
 
Alleluia! Christ is Risen! The Lord is Risen indeed! Alleluia! 

(Continued from front page) 

Dear Leaders and Members of St. Stephen's Episcopal Church, 
 
On April 11th, we had the honor of recognizing Fr. Ian for his dedication to alleviating hunger in our community. We 
celebrated the energy he exudes to encourage and empower all of you to make a tremendous difference in the lives of 
those dealing with hunger. Over the years, your congregation has provided much-needed relief by supporting the SLO 
Food Bank's Hunger Awareness Day and Turkey Trot events. As he mentioned to us, Fr. Ian sees himself as the 
cheerleader and St. Stephen’s congregation as the team. You are all part of an amazing team that creates real change in 
our community. Thank you.  
 
As an esteemed agency partner, many of you have seen firsthand how the face of hunger has changed since 2020. With 

the strength of your charitable contributions, you have filled over 100,000 plates 
with nourishing food and provided hope to tens of thousands of struggling 
individuals, families, children, and seniors. We literally could not offer this essential 
lifeline to those in need without you. Wholeheartedly from our SLO Food Bank 
team, thank you for your caring and compassionate hearts!   
 
Hope you all have an amazing day! 

Best, 
Branna Still 

Development Director 
SLO Food Bank Pictured left to right: Clark Lewis, Stephanie Olsen, Bruno 

Giberti, and Father Ian Delinger 
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UPDATE ON SETTLING AFGHAN REFUGEES  
 

 If all goes according to plan, by the time you read this article, a family of 
Afghan refugees will have arrived in San Luis Obispo and be starting a new life in the 
United States. This is possible due to the efforts of SLO4Home, a community-wide 
coalition of various religious congregations, veterans groups and other local leaders. 
 
 The coalition, headed by Dr. Vance Rodgers and Dr. Lauren Brown, includes 
Christian churches, Jewish congregations, The Islamic Society of SLO county, Mosque 
of Nasreen, representatives of the Chumash Native American tribe, and Bahai’ faith.  
 
 Working with institutional partner Church World Services, SLO4Home has 
been notified that a family of four –2 adults (parents), a 6-year old son and 9 year old daughter —  has been 
chosen for SLO.  
 
 Ten committees of SLO4Home have been established to assist the newcomers with housing, 
employment, language skills, cultural norms and similar things. Get more information on the website, 
www.SLO4Home.org. Here you can also find ways to volunteer and can donate funds to support the project.  
 

Kathryn Bumpass 

Brotherhood of St. Andrew Retreat - May 21  
 
This year, we'll do a one-day format, led by Brother Dennis of the Community of Divine Love here in SLO as our 
retreat leader.  You may remember his fine sermon a few weeks ago when he was our guest preacher, and 
certainly two weeks ago, Sr. Greta also of CDL, gave us much to consider when she preached in early 
April.  Brother Dennis is an experienced retreat leader and promises some thoughtful interactions and insightful 
reflections of particular interest to men of the church at various stages of their Faith journeys. 
 
We'll start at 9AM in the sanctuary at St. Paul's Episcopal church in Cambria, break for a light sandwich lunch 
which is included in your registration, and end at 3PM.  We'll be arranging carpools, so let me know if you'd like to 
drive, or need a ride.  We ask a $25 donation to cover our costs, but all are welcome, and "retreater-ships" are 
available -- just mention it in your registration note to me, and it's done! 
 
You need not be an active member of the St. Stephen's Brotherhood of St. Andrew's chapter to attend, and it can 
be a great way to explore questions, deepen faith and support each other as we journey along. We have invited 
men from St. Barnabas, St. Peter’s, and St. Benedict's to join us as well. 

 
The deadline to register is 12Noon on Friday, May 20.  Let me know if you'd prefer a 
vegetarian option for our lunch when you register. 
 

Hope to see you there. 
Bud Zeuschner 

2022 Coordinator 
rfzjr@aol.com 



 

Alleluia!! The Lord is Risen and the Chancel Choir is back in the Choir Loft! 
 
What a wonderful way to ring in the Easter Season!  I am filled with immense joy and gratitude that we were all 
together for Easter!  The choir got to process and sing together in the choir loft! It has been two years since we 
have been able to do that.  The opening hymn text “The strife is over, the battle is won” reflected perfectly how 
I feel having everyone back together again.  
 
The addition of Dr. Marti Lindholm on the organ for our services is another testament of abundant Gifts from 
God.  Thank you, Marti, for your beautiful music and generous heart! 
 
The month of May continues to bring us music of joy, love, and wonder. Duets of Choral Scholars will offer 
songs such as “Jesus Christ The Apple Tree,” The Call,” and “When I survey the Wondrous Cross.”   
 
On Good Shepherd Sunday, May 8, George Gorrindo and I will sing an early American song titled “Resignation.” 
The text by Isaac Watts is the familiar “My shepherd will supply my need; Jehovah is His name.” The setting of 
the text is by the American composer, William Walker.  Walker is well known for his compilation of the shaped-
note singing book “The Southern Harmony” in 1835. Although George and I will sing from traditional notation, 
the harmonies will have the lovely sound from the Southern Harmony tradition. 
 
May 15 Roseann Parks and George will share singing Ralph Vaughn Williams “The Call.”  This is a movement 
from his “Five Mystical Songs,” which George and I recently had the honor of performing with the Master 
Chorale. The poem is by English poet George Herbert. “The Call” opens with the line, “Come, my Way, my 
Truth, my Life.”  The Herbert archives describe this opening as the call of the poet to God, but also the response 
of the poet to a call from God. (georgeherbert.org.uk). 
 
Although often sung as a Christmas Carol, “Jesus Christ the Apple Tree” weaves the image of the Tree of Life 
and the wassailing tradition of pre-Christian England. The celebration of the image of Christ fulfilling the life-
giving force of both the oak and apple trees through His glorious resurrection was my intention behind the 
selection of this song.  Our own images of the oak acorns in our stained glass windows and our local apple trees 
in blossom drew me to the timeliness of the text. Talia Ortega and I will have fun with this piece on May 22. 
 
On May 29, Ascension Day, George and Ryan Hartzel will sing an early setting by English composer James Leach 
of Isaac Watts' text  “When I survey the Wondrous Cross.”  James Leach compiled “A Collection of Hymn Tunes 
and Anthems” in 1798.  This duet is from that collection. The tenor line is filled with melismatic word painting 
while the bass and organ sustain a steady melody to support the tenor.  This piece certainly showcases the 
talent of our Choral Scholars! 

 
I look forward to having the choir back in 
the choir loft in June for Pentecost 
Sunday! 
 

–Cassandra Tarantino, Director of Music 

General Information 

The Witness is a monthly newsletter published by St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, San Luis Obispo, CA to 
provide information about the parish to the congregation.  Subscriptions are free to anyone.  Send request 
along with your name and mailing address to the church office.  Donations to help offset distribution costs 
are appreciated.  
 
Make checks payable to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
 
The Church’s e-mail address is: office@ststephensslo.org 
 
Contribution of articles is encouraged.  Please e-mail submissions to witness@ststephensslo.org 
The deadline for emailed submission of articles is the third Friday of the month.  Email any questions to 
witness@ststephensslo.org   ©  Copyright 2022  by St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church.  All rights reserved.   
 
POSTMASTER: Please send address corrections to: St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church,  
1344 Nipomo Street, San Luis Obispo, CA  93401-3935 
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Notes from the Choir Loft 
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What do the Scots have to offer? 
 

 
My wife’s maiden name was Wallace, and anyone who has visited 
the British Isles and traveled north to Scotland may have passed 
through Hadrian’s Wall at the border between England and 

Scotland. (That wall, by the way, was erected by the Romans to help keep the Scots 
from invading to the south!) At that point, a traveler may have seen Wallace Tower, 
erected to honor Sir William Wallace, perhaps one of the bravest Scotsmen of all 
history. As history doesn't identify any offspring from Sir William, I know Myra was proud of her heritage so I 
offer the following as an expression of appreciation for the gifts that Scotsmen have provided the world. When I 
use the word “Englishman”, also think “American.” 
 
Nowhere can an Englishman or American turn to escape the ingenuity of the Scots. 
 
The average Englishman in the home he considers his castle, might slip into a coat, maybe a shabby raincoat—
patented by chemist Charles Macintosh from Glasgow, Scotland. 
 
En route to his office or place of work he travels along the road, most often surfaced by a product developed by 
John Macadam of Ayr, Scotland. 
 
His automobile is equipped with tyres invented by John Boyd Dunlop, a veterinary surgeon of Dreghorn, 
Scotland.  
 
At his place of work or at when at home, he receives mail bearing adhesive stamps invented by John Chalmers, 
a bookseller and printer of Dundee, Scotland. 
 
During the day he will no doubt use the telephone invented by Alexander Graham Bell, born in Edinburgh, 
Scotland. At home, he may watch his children pedaling bicycles invented by Kirkpatrick Macmillan, a blacksmith 
from Thornhill, Dumfriesshires, Scotland. 
 
He often watches the evening news on TV, an invention of John Logie Baird of Helensburgh, Scotland, and hears 
of an item about the U. S. Navy, and one its founders John  Paul Jones of Kirkland, Scotland.  He probably by 
now is frustrated by the constant reminder of too much of Scotland. In desperation, he picks up his bible only 
to find that the first man to be mentioned in the good book is a Scot—King James VI—who authorized its 
English translation. 
 
He might head to his liquor cabinet only to realize that his preferred tonic is Scotch! 
 
In utter frustration, he might consider ending it all, but knows that the breach-loading rifle was invented by 
Captain Patrick Ferguson of Pitfour, Aberdeenshire, Scotland. 
 
If his attempt to end his time on earth failed, he could find himself on an operating table, injected with 
penicillin, discovered by Sir Alexander Fleming of Darvel, East Ayrshire, Scotland, and given chloroform as an 
anesthetic discovered by Sir James Young Simpson, an obstetrician and gynecologist of Bathgate, Scotland. 
 
Once out of the anesthetic, he would find no comfort in learning that his finances are as safe as the Bank of 
England, the basis for much of the financial affairs of his country, and that bank was founded by William 
Paterson of Dumfries, Scotland.  
 
Perhaps his only remaining hope would be to get a transfusion of good Scottish blood so he could claim the 
right to all of the above! 
 

-Submitted by Jim Murphy 
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Please consider joining the Centering Prayer Group. 
Currently they are meeting via Zoom. 

 
Where: on your computer or telephone 

When:  Tuesdays at 5-5:30PM 
How:  Join Zoom Meeting 

https://tinyurl.com/CenteringPrayer2022 
 

 
 
 

Meeting ID: 327 152 8720  
Password: 0908 

 
Dial by your location:   

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose),  
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

When prompted enter the Meeting DI and Password. 
 

Bible Selections for May 2022 

 1-May-22 8-May-22 15-May-22 22-May-22 29-May-22 

 Easter 3C Easter 4C Easter 5C Easter 6C Ascension Day 

1st READING Acts 9:1-20 Acts 9:36-43 Acts 11:1-18 Acts 16:9-15 2 Kings 2:1-15 

PSALM Psalm 30 Psalm 23 Psalm 148 Psalm 67 Psalm 47 

2nd READING Revelation 5:11-14 Revelation 7:9-17 Revelation   21:1-6 
Revelation 
21:10,22-22:5 Acts 1:1-11 

GOSPEL John 21:1-19 John 10:22-30 John 13:31-35 John 14:23-29 Luke 24:49-53 

May  

Celebrations 

Birthdays  Anniversaries 

14-May Lynn Hollister  8-May Craig & Cheryl McCollum 

16-May Richard Riggins  25-May John & Chris Kellett 

19-May Father Ian Delinger    

19-May Bill Grenek    

29-May Rosey Parks    

Centering Prayer  

Are we missing your special day? Please reach out to the office and let us 
know.  Call, email, drop a letter in the mailbox.  Please no smoke signals. 
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Run out of checks? Watching the livestream 

while traveling?  

You can make a donation to St. 

Stephen’s Episcopal Church via 

PayPal.  You can scan this QR 

Code with your phone to be taken 

directly to the PayPal site or you 

can go to paypal.me/ststephensslo 

Coffee Hour Hosts Needed! 
We are looking for hosts for April, May & June.   

Please reach out to Liz Frost at either  
lizwfrost@msn.com or by phone at  

805-805-594-0604.   

 
 
 
 
Sponsorship of Hunger Awareness Day 
 
St. Stephen’s has been a sponsor of Hunger Awareness 
Day for 3 or 4 years now. Our relationship with SLO Food 
Bank is one of the strongest we have in the community. 
Last year we were part of the planning committee, and 
we staffed a volunteer booth that raised the most of any 
of their volunteer locations around the County.  
 
Hunger Awareness Day is June 3, 2022, and we want to 
sponsor at the Hunger Warrior $2,500 level again this 
year. Please give generously. Write your check to  
“St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church” with “Food Bank” in 
the memo.  
 
If we raise more than we need, we will reserve it for 
sponsorship of the Turkey Trot in November. 

Eastertide Book Study  

On the first 4 Mondays in May at 6pm, join the Rector 
in reviewing the book “Radical Welcome” (2021  
Edition) by The Rev. Canon Stephanie Spellers.  
 
About the book: This book is at once a theological, 
inspirational, and practical guide for congregations  
that want to move beyond diversity and inclusion to 
present a vision for the church of the future: one  
where the gifts, voices, and power of marginalized 
groups bring new life to the mainline church. 
 
The class will be both in-
person in Ramsden Hall and 
via Zoom at https://
tinyurl.com/StStZoom  
Password: 0908 
 
It’s not formally a potluck, but 
if that’s the time you eat 
dinner and you need to bring 
it with you, do not hesitate. 

Chocolate Factory Report  
 
There were sixteen Chocolatiers in the Chocolate 
Factory at St. Stephen’s working about 120 hours to 
make 117 pounds of chocolate Easter Eggs this year…. 
72 pounds without nuts and 45 pounds with nuts.  They 

shaped it into about 
275 egg shapes, 
coated them with semi
-sweet chocolate and 
covered them with 
beautiful frosting 
flowers. Seventy-Eight 
eggs were donated to 
local children in need 
and over $2,000 was 
raised for donation to 

Transitions Mental Health Association, Lumina Alliance 
(Stand Strong Women's Shelter) and CASA. 
 
Thank you to everyone who was a part of this project, 
either by working in the Chocolate Factory, buying 
chocolate Easter eggs, or donating toward the 
chocolate eggs given away! 
 

Kathleen Pennington 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

St. Stephen’s will most likely be staffing a 
volunteer booth on behalf of the Food 
Bank. The tasks involve checking collection 
volunteers in and out, handling the 
collected donations, making deposits and 
various and sundry other tasks. On Friday 
June 3, we will need 3 people per 2-hour 
shift from 9am to 5pm. Location to be 
determined, but most likely in SLO City. 
You can also be a collection volunteer, if 
you like. Please volunteer via the Office. 

 
Gladys Wilson Holmes 

Our Ramsden Hall now displays some fresh oil paintings from Gladys Holmes, a well-known northwest plein-air 
artist. 
 
These portray both Teton and Sawtooth Mountain scenes as well as the Salmon and Snake River areas. 
 
Mrs. Holmes spent thirty years on painting excursions into this beautiful country alone or with painting cohorts 
from the regional art guild of which she was a founder. Celebrated artists from other states were brought in for 
series of art lessons, painting daily with this group and sharing their 
rustic cabins in the mountains. During the winter the guild met 
weekly to paint florals and portraits but, in the spring, they were 
out in nature either painting or scouting new sites to paint. 
 
Mrs. Holmes maintained a busy studio in Twin Falls, Idaho. Her 
paintings were often in regional shows and sold widely during her 
lifetime (1901-1994). 
 
Her daughter, St. Stephen’s member Charleen vonGortler, has 
placed these paintings on long-term loan and plans to rotate them 
from time to time with others from her mother’s collection. 

Ushers Needed! 
 
Have you wanted to ring the church 
bell?  It is rung every Sunday before and 
after the church service.  To have this 
experience, all you need to do is serve as 
an usher.  St. Stephen’s needs a couple 
more volunteers to be ushers for the 10:00 
am service.  Hopefully this will be a once a 
month commitment.  If you are interested, 
please call Kay Lewis at 562-537-8802.     


