2

: St Stephen’s

Volume 21 Issue 8 - September 2017 - San Luis Obispo, California

Happy 150" Birthday!!

Celebrating events is genuinely an important activity. I’'m sure you, like me,
know people who refuse to celebrate events, particularly Valentine’s Day, New
Year’s Eve and their birthdays. If the person refuses to celebrate one, they usu-
ally refuse to celebrate all three. “It’s just another day. Why make it anything
special?” Or “I don’t like drawing attention to myself.” Willingness to go for
drinks and dinner on any other day, but not on Valentine’s Day or New Year’s
Eve, actually makes those holidays “special”. And the adamant refusal to
acknowledge one’s birthday actually makes a bigger deal out of the birthday
than if one were to allow others to bring a cake, raise a glass or even throw a
party! So...let’s just CELEBRATE!!

Celebration is important and what we are called to do as Christians. We call '
what we do at the altar a “CELEBRATION” of Holy Communion or the Eu- =
charist because we gather to celebrate in the work that Jesus Christ has done |+ _ | ' !____ . ;W :
and is doing for us. Though the BCP uses “celebrant” for the priest who pre- fs i lib i "”:l””” e il
sides at the Holy Eucharist. We’re shifting to “presider” (though, our service ‘ i e
booklets have a few references to “celebrant”), because “celebrant” does not
fully acknowledge that the entire congregation shares in the celebration. Pt

Celebrating a birthday, as we do each Christmas for Jesus’ birthday, indicates that we can look back with joy on our
achievements in the past year, and look forward to that which we will achieve in the coming year. By “achievements”, |
include vocation, professional, interpersonal, inner-personal, and the entire range of definitions.

Our Official 150™ Birthday Celebration will be September 10. It will include our Visitation with Bishop Mary, Con-
firmations, a ribbon cutting with the Chamber of Commerce, and a Block Party with food, drink and music. This will be
an opportunity for all of us at St Stephen’s to come together and celebrate the achievements of the past 150 years, and to
look toward the achievements to come in the short-, medium- and long-terms.

St Stephen’s has chalked up countless accomplishments in 150 years! As we celebrate them, we remain fully aware that
we are in the here-and-now. One of the great accomplishments is the strong, loving and welcoming family that is the
community today. That, in itself, is worth celebrating — above and beyond our weekly celebration of the Eucharist.

Jesus’s first public ministry was a Celebration of a Marriage. He celebrated Passover with His friends. Jesus repeatedly
speaks of celebrating at the Heavenly Banquet. We are called to celebrate all the good that God bestows on us and the
good we find in one another. Let’s do it in big style together on September 10!

The Rev lan M Delinger

Sep3 10 17 24 If you wish to donate to the candle or flowers funds to re-
c° ndle v member someone or a significant event in your life on a
—— ——  Sophia Jose particular Sunday, put your name on the list in the Parish
Hall and submit a donation in the Office.
nowe" T N o B If you want to host Coffee Hour, put your name on the list

in the Parish Hall, and come with your veritable feast at
about 9:40am to set-up, and then “dine & dash” after Com-

co“ee ——  Block Julia& Shannon  Mmunion to make sure everything is ready.
Party Heather Larrabee ~ Whatever your contribution, it is very much appreciated.
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The Witness

There are two opportunities to walk
to raise funds/

i)

A ,‘nci '9.‘ ;

FOOD BANK

COALITION OF SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY

St. Stephen’s parishioners are encour~
aged to sing~up for the Hunger Walk
+ Dk on September 10. Anyone who

does the walk is encouraged to wear

a St Stephen’s 150th Anniversary t-
shirt (obtained from the o{fice). We

hope that St Stephen'’s can be a spon-
sor for the 2018 Hunger Walk +Jk.

Hunger Walk + 5K

to benefit the

Food Bank Coalition of San
Luis Obispo County

When:
Saturday, September 16
9AM -1PM

Where:

Laguna Lake Park
504 Madonna Rd
San Luis Obispo

SATURDAY. SEPTEMBER 16™
BE A SUPERHERD AND FIGHT HUNGER

Why:

To Raise Awareness

and Funds to Fight Hunger
in San Luis Obispo County

‘
DARKNESS

COMMUN WALKS
American Foundation for Suicide Prevention

On October 14, St Stephen’s is sponsoring “Out of the Darkness”. St. Stephen’s
is an official sponsor, and we need a team of at least 10 people to do the walk.
We will wear our 150th Anniversary t-shirts. Friends and family are allowed
to walk with the St. Stephen,s Team in our t-shirts. To walk or to sponsor the St
Stephen's team , contact Alison Preston or the Office.

When you walk in the Out of the Darkness Walks, you join the effort with
hundreds of thousands of people to raise awareness and funds that allow the
American Foundation for Suicide Prevention (APSP) to invest in new research,
create educational programs, advocate for pu]alic policg, and support survivors
of suicide loss. As the leader in the fight against suicide, and thanks to walkers

like you from cities across the country, AFSP has been able to set a goal to re~
duce the annual suicide rate 20% by 2025.

Walk Date: 10/14/2017

Walk Location: Mission Plaza, SLO
Registration Time: 8:45 am

Walk Begins: 10:00 am

Walk Ends: 12:00 pm

Raise $150 by October 14th and receive a FREE 2017 Out of the
Darkness Community Walk t-shirt! All registered walkers axe also
eligible for recognition gifts for fundraising milestones throughout
the season.







