
Happy Independence Day!  
By The Rev. Ian M. Delinger, Rector 

 

There are many angles from which to approach Independence Day 

2018 in relation to the current moods of the various corners of United 

States and State and National politics. In 1776, a group of people came 

together with a common mind ñin order to form a more perfect union.ò 

Shortly thereafter, they discovered that the current moods of the vari-

ous corners of the Colonies and the politics which guided their lives 

were not necessarily of one mind ï for that is always true regardless of 

the date or era. We are more diverse and fractured as a society than we 

have been in a long time, and the local Church is one of those places 

where we can know and feel community regardless of differences. 

 

The Episcopal Churchôs approach to Independence Day considered cur-

rent moods and politics of the day. From The Episcopal Churchôs 

online glossary: 

 

The 1785 General Convention directed that a service be drawn up for 

this day, and "That the said form of prayer be used in this Church, on  
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Ring The Bell (not finished yet)  
 

If you have been to Sunday ser-

vices in the last few weeks, you 

have no doubt seen and heard that 

the bell and its tower home are 

back in place. Several parishion-

ers have noted that it sounds bet-

ter than before. Thatôs probably 

because several coats of old paint 

were sandblasted off, and the bell 

was recoated with a single baked-

on powder coat. 

 

You can see 5 drone videos of the 

bell tower and bell installation at 

our website, www.ststephensslo.org 

 

The original tower replacement 

and bell work were estimated at 

about $25,000. That was for a 

ñChevy Budgetò structure that  
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Project Lifesaver  
 

     This is a program sponsored 

by The Lion's Club, SLO Sheriff 

and Senior Volunteer Services to 

help maintain the safety of per-

sons with disabilities that might 

lead them to wander or become 

lost and disoriented. 

     The transmitter wristband  

emits an automatic tracking signal 

every second, 24 hours a day.  

Each wristband has a unique sig-

nal, so a search team can physi-

cally locate a person who has 

wandered away in just minutes. 

     For more information on this 

program, please call 805-548-

0909.  You will be contacted by a  

Project Lifesaver agent. 

 

Gail Taylor 

Senior Services 

(Sextonôs Report, continued from page 1) 

 

essentially replaced the bell tower with the same ma-

terials as the old one. Our final desire, though, was 

for a ñCadillacò tower that would last longer and 

stay in better shape than the old one, and thatôs what 

we got. Over the time of construction, I was quite 

gratified to see the high quality materials (Alaskan 

yellow cedar structural timbers, medium density 

overlay (MDO) 3/4ò plywood,  Simpson metal joinery brackets, metal 

bell wheel) and techniques (priming all of the cut ends and joint areas 

before constructing the joints, cutting plugs from scrap cedar to plug 

bolt holes, copper flashing).  

Unfortunately, that drove the project way over the ñChevyò estimate, 

probably to the 

tune of about twice 

what we have 

raised.  As I write 

this, the bell pro-

ject has cost $56, 

283. (Hey, thatôs 

about the price of a 

new Cadillac!) 

 

So, Ring the Bell 

is still open for 

donations. If you like hearing the newly refurbished bell, or even ring-

ing it, please help us finish paying for it. 

 

Joint Work Day with Grandmotherôs House Saturday August 4th 

We have a joint Clean Up/Paint Up/Fix Up work day with Grand-

motherôs House staff scheduled for Saturday, August 4th. Please come 

help us get ready for our St. Stephenôs Day celebration in September. 

Lunch will be provided. If you know of anything that needs attention, 

please email it to sexton@ststephensslo.org. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Chris Arndt, Sexton 

Droneôs eye view during installation of the rebuilt bell tower. 

Fr. Matt Conrad, Fr. Ian Delinger and Rev. Rob Keim 
bless the bell before it's returned to the bell tower. 

VESTRY MEMBERS  
 

Bud Zeuschner Sr. Warden 
Bruno Giberti Jr. Warden 

Bob McCorkle 

Shannon Larrabee 
Clarke Lewis  

Carole Merrill 

Jim Murphy 
Jennifer Sayre 

Gail Taylor 

 

Chris Arndt Sexton 
Katie Arndt Treasurer 

Linda Zeuschner Clerk 
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JULY 

BIRTHDAYS 

   4th Dianne Long 

   9th Robert Misson 

 11th Marshall Granger 

 20th   Alison Preston 

 28th   John Stuart 

 31st   Troy Baldwin-Granger 

JULY 
ANNIVERSARIES 

  8th  Bud &Linda Zeuschner 

12th  Tom & Eleanor Coverdale 

14th  George & Pat Brown 

If you would like your birthday 

and/or wedding anniversary  

noted in The Witness please  

contact the parish office, office 

@ststephensslo.org or call 

1-805-543-7212 

St. Stephenõs Family,  
 

     As my time here at St. Stephenõs comes to a 
close in a few weeks, I want to thank you for the 
love that I have felt over the last few months in 
working in the church office.  Thanks to Cassie 
Tarantino and Father Ian, I came on board to 
help you all in late February for 6 weeks, and 
stayed just shy of five months, if you can believe 
it!  It has gone so fast and Iõve gotten to know 
quite a few of you, and in jest, your names too, 
which was the most challenging for me. 

     All of you as a body, have made me feel welcome, valued and trusted.  I 
cannot thank you enough for letting me into your lives, so openly and sweetly, on 
many levels.  You are an amazing bunch and I am so impressed by your genuine 
kindness towards each other and others outside the church, especially those in 
need.  Other church affiliations could not hold a candle to the outgoing support 
you demonstrate each and every week.  They could learn from your comradery and 
your desire to help one another.  I thank you for allowing me to see these snippets 
and moments of your kindness.  It has re-affirmed my faith in a way that allows 
me to try and never miss the opportunity to help in the most smallest of ways, be-
cause of the unknown momentous impact it may have on the receiver. 
     The Cal Poly saga continues for me.  I have not settled on SLO or Pomona, 
but I did take my last written examination and assessment for Cal Poly; a whop-
ping 2+ hours.  I didnõt have to take one for Pomona, so I will continue to pray 
until it is revealed to me exactly where I am to continue my B.A. in Music.   
     I am earnestly listening for the Lordõs direction and praying for a clear-cut 
path, but the important thing Iõve taken to heart if one is unsure, and that is to 
ride all the avenues (if you can) set before you, with the possibility that any one 
of them may come through.  It may not be your choice, but until doors are closed 
and others opened ð you just canõt discount it.  It may not even be about our-
selves, but remembering òthat all things work together for good to those who love 
God . . .ó (Rom. 8:28), has provided me trust and comfort.  With me, I will 
take two of my four blessings with me, my kids, Robert who is 16 years-old and 
Grace who is 13.  My other two are on their own, and we will either stay in this 
area, or live in the Orange Co. area, until I complete my B.A.   
     I will remember you long after I am gone and the good thing is, you wonõt 
have to get used to a new name in the office; laugh out loud!  I will send a note 
from time to time and keep you all posted of new happenings.  You have made a 
friend for life and Iõve even put myself on the òWitnessó list, so I can keep tabs 
on you all and church events.  I hope to come and sing for you soon and worship 
with you one last time.   
 
My deepest affection, 
Kriss Reid 
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General Information 
 

The Witness is a monthly newsletter published by St. Stephenôs Episcopal Church, San Luis Obispo, 

CA to provide information about the parish to the congregation.  Subscriptions are free to anyone.  Send 

request along with your name and mailing address to the church office.  Donations to help offset 

distribution costs are appreciated.  Make checks payable to  St. Stephenôs. 

 

The Churchôs e-mail address is: office@ststephensslo.org 
 

Contribution of articles is encouraged.  Please e-mail submissions to witness@ststephensslo.org 
  

The deadline for emailed submission of articles is the third Monday of the month.  Email any 

questions to witness@ststephensslo.org É  Copyright 2018 by St. Stephenôs  Episcopal Church.  All 

rights reserved.   

  

POSTMASTER: Please send address corrections to: St. Stephenôs Episcopal Church,  

1344 Nipomo St., San Luis Obispo, CA  93401-3935 

July 1, 2018 

Pentecost 6 

2 Samuel 1:1,17-27 

Psalm 130 

2 Corinthians 8:7-15 

Mark 5:21-43 

 

July 8, 2018 

Pentecost 7 

2 Samuel 5:1-5,9-10 

Psalm 48 

2 Corinthians 12:2-10 

Mark 6:1-13 

 

July 15, 2018 

Pentecost 8 

2 Samuel 6:1-5,12b-19 

Psalm 24 

Ephesians 1:3-14 

Mark 6:14-29 

 

July 22,  2018 

Pentecost 9 

2 Samuel 7:1-14a 

Psalm 89:20-37 

Ephesians 2:11-22 

Mark 6:30-34,53-56 

 

July  29, 2018 

Pentecost 10 

2 Samuel 11:1-15 

Psalm 14 

Ephesians 3:14-21 

John 6:1-21 

Scriptures for  

July 

                          Church Key Recall  
 

We've had on-going site security issues with 

doors, gates, and windows left unlocked or 

open.  In order to make our parish safe and 

available to all its users, it's necessary to find 

out who currently has keys and update this 

information for everyone's best interest.  
 

There has been a key table in Ramsden Hall after Sunday services to 

have keys re-issued, exchanged or turned in.  If you have one or more 

keys for St. Stephen's and weren't able to stop at the table, please bring 

your key(s) to the church office during open hours, Monday-Thursday 

9am-1pm.  If you have questions, call the office at 805-543-7212.  

Thank you for your cooperation. 

July Gifts  
 

        Flowers ($45)             Candles ($15)        Coffee Hour Hosts 

July 1               ð             ð    Alison & Isabelle Preston 

July 8  ð             ð                     Shannon Larrabee 
July 15      Al & Bev Williams     Al & Bev Williams    Heather Knowles  

July 22               ð             ð                                  ð     

July 29              ð             ð                                  ð     

 
To donate to the candle or flower fund to remember someone or a significant event in 

your life on a particular Sunday, put your name on the sign up page on the bulletin 

board in the Parish Hall and fill out the small form near it.  Put the form and a check 

made payable to "St. Stephenôs Altar Guild" in the small, locked box on the wall to 

the right of the bulletin board.  You can also put them in the offering plate, bring them 

to the office or mail to: St. Stephenôs 1344 Nipomo St.,  San Luis Obispo, CA  93401.   

 

To host Coffee Hour, put your name under the ñCoffee Hour Hostò column on the 

sign up sheet.  Hosting Coffee Hour is a valuable service to our parish and not really 

hard to do.  Contact Gail Taylor, gail@applynx.com, with any questions about hosting 

Coffee Hour. 
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ASK THE TREASURER 
 

Q:  Does my "statement of giving" include just the money I've given toward my pledge or does it include things like  
donations to Canterbury, Altar Flowers, the music fund, food pantry and other special fund raising? 

A: This is a multi-faceted question.  First, any money that goes through the operating account will be recorded on the 

Statement of Giving.  This includes:   
¶ Current pledge payments 

¶ Givers of record 

¶ Facility use fees 

¶ Fees for funerals and other services 
¶ Special offerings and designated gifts 

    Donations to Canterbury and the Parish Council go directly to them.  Donations to the music fund and food pantry 

warrant a Donation Acknowledgement Letter by request of the giver.   Altar Guild money (for flowers and candles) goes 
directly to them, and we manually add their donation to their statement.  (Sophia provides a spreadsheet with the 

monthly donations.)  As for ñRing the Bellò, you should see the donation on your statement of giving or have received a 

Donation Letter by request.   
     Weôll be issuing the midyear Statement of Giving around the middle of July (for the  

Jan.-June time period).  We put a lot of time into the statements to ensure that they are as 

accurate as possible.  If you see an error on your statement, please feel free to give us a call.  

Weôll happily put on our ñdetective hatsò to resolve any issues! 
 

Rabobank bank balances as of June 18, 2018 are: 
Operating:$72,021.13 

Money Market:$89,182.06 

Endowment checking:$42,374.73 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Katie Arndt, Treasurer 

(Happy Independence Day, continued from page 1) 

 

the fourth of July, for ever." The Proposed Book of 1786 contained "A Form of Prayer and Thanksgiving to Almighty God for the 

inestimable Blessings of Religious and Civil Liberty" to be used on the Fourth of July. The presiding officer, William White, was 

opposed to the service since many of the clergy had been Loyalists and were against the Revolution. The General Convention of 
1789 supported White, and the service was withdrawn from the 1789 BCP. 

     We in the US take a light touch to religion playing a role in national life. There are the Bible and a clergyperson at Inaugurations; 

there is a prayer at the Memorial Day and Veteranôs Day services there are Chaplains in Congress ï all fairly small roles. My British 

friends do not see the separation of Church and State, but I remind them that Religion & Politics is a very different beast! In England 

(specifically), the Church takes the lead locally and nationally when there are official state celebrations such as Remembrance Day 

(11/11 ï similar to our Memorial Day), Coronations and Royal Weddings. So, the events described in the glossary illustrate the 

Churchmen being torn between their roots which yearn for an established service of prayer for inestimable blessings for ever, on one 

hand, and being sensitive to their roots that had just been severed, on the other hand. 

     What seems to have transpired from the 1928 BCP to present day is setting forth the ideals of a newly independent nation via 

scriptures set for the Commemoration of Independence Day (officially an ñOther Major Feastò). The Old Testament Lesson, Deuter-

onomy 10:17-21, sets out a vision of a new nation that will care for all its inhabitants, especially the widow, the orphan and the 

stranger. The Gospel, Matthew 5:43-48, sets out a vision of loving even your enemy. These are high ideals for a nation, but surely 
the Church believed that a nation which held the truths to be self-evident, that all are created equal and endowed by their Creator 

with certain unalienable Rights, namely life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, could and would accomplish what God had com-

manded in the Old Testament. 

     Even though we will not be officially observing Independence Day at St. Stephenôs, it would behoove us to reflect on The Decla-

ration of Independence and the scriptures which the Church has set for the day (Psalm 145 and Hebrews 11:8-16 are the others). 

Whenever we fly the flag and wear a cross (literally or metaphorically), we are making statements about who we are. The United 

States is a richly diverse nation, of which each of us is a part as a unique Child of God and as a member of many different communi-

ties. As we remember that the Bishopôs theme for this year is Identity, reflect on who you are as an American and a Christian, and 

how we can take our part in what the Collect for Independence Day asks: Grant that we and all the people of this land may have 

grace to maintain our liberties in righteousness and peace. 
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St. Stephenôs Episcopal Church 
1344 Nipomo Street   San Luis Obispo   CA  93401-3935 

Office: 805 -543-7212     Ramsden Hall: 805 -543-7215 

office@ststephensslo.org   www.ststephensslo.org   

Office hours: Monday ñ Thursday 9:00 a.m. ñ 1:00 p.m.  

Key: Ramsden Hall ï RH; Boydston Room ï BR; Library ï L 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  Pentecost 6 

  
8am Holy Eucharist 

9am Bible Study BR 

10am Holy Eucharist 

& Sunday School 

 

 

 

2 3 

 
10am ï Yoga  RH 

  

 

  

  

5pm Centering 

          Prayer 

4 INDEPENDENCE 

              DAY 

     Office Closed 
 

12:15pm 

Morning Prayer 

 

 

5  6 

 

 

 7 
  

 8  Pentecost 7 

  
8am Holy Eucharist 

9am Bible Study BR 

10am Holy Eucharist 

& Sunday School 

  

11:30am Vestry BR 

  

 9 
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible Camp 

1-4 pm RH 

 10 

 

 10am ï Yoga  RH 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible Camp 

1-4 pm RH 

 

5pm Centering 

          Prayer 

11 

8am Brotherhood of 

St. Andrew Bkfst -RH 

 

11am Womenôs Prayer 

Group ï L 

  

12:15pm 

Holy Eucharist 

 

Vacation Bible Camp 

1-4 pm RH 

 

 

 

 

 12 
 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible Camp 

1-4 pm RH 

 13 
 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible Camp 

1-4 pm RH 

14 

 

  

 15 Pentecost 8 

  
8am Holy Eucharist 
9am Bible Study BR 
10am Holy Eucharist 

& Sunday School 

  

 

 16   
 

  

  

 Witness Deadline 
  

  

 17 

 
10am ï Yoga   RH 

  

  

  

5pm Centering 

          Prayer 

  

 18 
  

11am Womenôs Prayer 

Group ï L 

  

12:15pm 

Healing Service 

 19 

 

  

  

  

 20 

  
  
  
  

  

21 
  

 

 
 

 22 

  
8am Holy Eucharist 

9am Bible Study BR 

10am Holy Eucharist 

& Sunday School 

 

 23 

 

  

  

  

  

  

 24 

 

 

  

  

 5pm Centering 

          Prayer 

25 

  

11am Womenôs Prayer 

Group ï L 

  

12:15pm 

Holy Eucharist 

 26 

  

  

  

  

 27 

  

  

 28 

 

  

 29 Pentecost 10 
 

8am Holy Eucharist 

9am Bible Study BR 

10am Holy Eucharist 

& Sunday School 

  

 30 

  
  

  

 31 

 10am ï Yoga  RH 

  

 

  

 5pm Centering 

          Prayer 

   

  

   

The office will be closed on July 4 and 5 in 

observance of Independence Day, and on  

July 6 as usual on a Friday.  

 

For any pastoral emergencies, contact  
Fr. Ian on his cell phone (805-235-7242). 

Have a blessed Independence Day. 
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Hands-On Stewardship  

at St. Stephenôs! 
THANK YOU TO  all who supported the Food Bank in meeting their 

goal of $100k!  

 

THANK YOU TO  Bell Supporters and Chris Arndt for getting our 

steeple and bell repaired and put back in place.  For a ñDroneôs Eye 

Viewò of the installation, go to www.ststephensslo.org where youôll 

find links to five videos just below the listing of service times. 

 

THANK YOU TO  all whoôve kept food/supplies coming into our 

church pantry so we can help those in need who come to our door. 

 

THANK YOU TO  Kriss Reid, for keeping our parish afloat during the 

transition of ñKris(s)sò from Kriss Reid to Kris VanderWeele as Office 

Manager. 

 

THANK YOU TO  our June Coffee Hour Hosts: Frances Robertson, 

Dianne Long, Gail Taylor, Jane Alderman, Sophia & Ogo Agbo,  

Seth & Daniele Roberts 

Vacation Bible 

Camp July 9 -13  
 

Itôs not too late to sign up for this 

summerôs Vacation Bible Camp ï 

either as a student, teacher, or 

helper!   

 

St. Stephenôs Vacation Bible 

Camp will be held July 9-13,  

1 p.m.-4 p.m., for ages 3-11.  Our 

theme this summer is ñSearching 

for Godôs Treasure.ò  

 

The cost is just $25 for a whole 

week of fun, and scholarships are 

available for families in need.  

Registration forms are at the back 

of the church, on the bulletin 

board in the Parish Hall and at our 

web site (www.ststephensslo.org).   

 

Though the fee for the program is 

very low, even $25 per child is 

difficult for some families, and 

many scholarships are requested.  

If you would be able to donate 

$25 (or more) to provide a 

scholarship for a child, have 

questions, or would like to  

volunteer to help with the  

program, contact Dianne at  

diannenlong@gmail.com.   


