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Fire and Faith

By The Rev lan M.
Delinger, Rector

| feel privileged to know the SLO

Fire Chief Garret Olson. He spent

an hour with me describing how the

Fire Department serves the city. He

was featured on my radio show last
October (http://www.kcbx.org/post/
playingpi zza.) Heds bougl
couple of glasses of wine. The only
drawback is that his wife makes me

beg on the street for money for the
FoodBank!The only ti mes
ever literally begged for money on

the street were for the Food Bank!

Thank you to those froBt.

St e p hwhorsliarsed that experi-

ence with m@.

Chief Olson has also provided some thoughts about fire for my Pentecost Sermon. He wrote in an email:

1 Fireis an unbelievable source of light and energy, yet it takes no defined shape (unlike a flashlight or lamp).

91 Fire can be harnessed for amazing good (food, light, power, health).

1 When burning in its most pure state, fire is almost completely invisible in normal light, yet that is when it produces the
greatest amount of energy and the least amount of undesired byproducts (smoke, soot, gases)

He made one other very important point:

1 If misused, deliberately or by lack of thoughtful consideration, fire can be horribly destructive.

The devastating fires across the State of California and
Anot her Fire Chief, Kelly Martin of Yosemite National Par
how watching fire is a renewal agent, it's not |jumsas a des

prevention.
Fire in the Bible has both good (Exodus 1322) and bad (Psalm 89:46) connotations.

Many talk about the fires getting worse because of humanmade climate change. Additionally, the experts point to one major
problem with the devastation, and that is humanmade urban development. As we grow in numbers and want to live where we
want to |live, we put ourselves in harmés way. So, |ike fi

As we pray for the firefighters and those affected by the devastating fires raging around California and the rest tfythe coun

we should ponder how, wi £3), w&aandtdrrsdevastados Psamed9:46)Entooahewal (Mhal&chi2 1
314). Let wus also contemplate what we can do to be Chri st
good/love/change you want to see in the world by focusing on what other parts of Creation need.

And finally, let us always remember what we can do to meet the immediate concerns of those in need and help in whatever
material ways we can.
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